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International 
Exposure: 

Why?

To Help The Patient In 
Need

How do we 
achieve better 

Patient 
Outcomes?
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• 38% demonstrated lack of patient ownership

• 30% could not independently perform a 
laparoscopic cholecystectomy

• 24% were unable to recognize early signs of 
complications

• 66% were deemed unable to operate for 30 
unsupervised minutes

Page 3



• No resources
• No Time for 

research No 
Training

• No communication

In Order to educate One must be heard, 

Understood and believed!

J Trauma. 1989 Jun;29(6):752-6.

How can we Help each 
other ?
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Together We 
Can Change 
The World!
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
ACADEMIC AND CLINICAL 

COLLABORATION WITH THE 
U.S.A. AND SOUTH AMERICA:

Filling the Educational Gaps

**************
David V. Feliciano, MD

EAST
January 16, 2015

OUTLINE

Two time periods

Why Latin America?

Experiences in Colombia

Should you go?/Do it right

TWO TIME PERIODS
Trips to Latin America

1990s -- Experienced trauma 
surgeons from U.S.A. go to 
learn from experienced 
colleagues. Only option.

2010s -- Fellows from U.S.A. go 
to gain operative experience. 
One of several options.
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WHY LATIN AMERICA?

Proximity

Hosts speak English

Exposure to skilled surgeons

Poverty = Trauma

SURGEONS = Lifelong friends
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OPEN ABDOMEN
Who Described It?

“In 1984, at the San Juan de Dios 
Hospital, in Bogota, I was 
forced to leave a patient’s 
abdomen open; the patient had 
already undergone several 
surgeries, and he had severe 
ileus.”

Dr. Oswaldo Borraez G.
Manuscript, 1997
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ZIPPER
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Hospital Universitario del Valle 
(1956)

Universidad del Valle (1945)

Cali, Colombia

Hospital Universitario San 
Vicente de Paul (1934)

Universidad del Antioquia 
(1803)

Medellin, Colombia
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PLANNING AHEAD

Faculty -- Living arrangements? 
Transportation to hospital? 
Which activities? Do you need 
any topics lectured on?

Fellows/Residents -- Same plus 
level of supervision.
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SHOULD YOU GO OR 
SEND YOUR TRAINEES?

OF  COURSE!

DO IT RIGHT

Bidirectional learning experience --
What new information will you 
bring?

Expand the relationship --
Train LA residents, do combined 
studies
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