PICO #5. A thoracic epidural catheter and structured multi-modal pain therapy
per institutional protocol compared to structured multi-modal pain therapy per
institutional protocol alone for adults age >65 years old s with =3 rib fractures

and dyspnea or refractory pain
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CI: confidence interval;, MD: mean difference; OR: odds ratio

Explanations

a. Poor standardization of the non-epidural pain regimen
b. High levels of heterogeneity between studies
c. Age is significantly younger than the population in the PICO question
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